
Documentation brochure of: 

Legal Support - part of the 
problem or part of the 
solution? A Working 

Conference.

This Working Conference took place on 4th -5th July 2014. During the 

conference  various  topics  were  discussed  in  working  groups  and 

assemblies.  This  brochure  is  the  documentation  and  evaluation  of  the 



(first) working conference, which at the same time works as the basis for 

the next  working conference (which is  to  take place  in  spring 2015 in 

Berlin).



The  conference  took  place  at  the  law  faculty  of  the  Humboldt  university  of  Berlin,  and  was 
organised and facilitated by different infrastructures/programs of  no border camp berlin reloaded. 
Here the program as presented on the flyer:  

Legal support is often perceived to provide a magic solution to one's rights. 
However, the German law is very limited, especially when it comes to legal 
status, persecution and studying.  In fact,  German domestic law rights are 
actually part of the problem. When this is not taken into account, how is legal 
support compromised? How can legal support facilitate self-organisation to 
achieve individual and collective solutions? What role can human rights law 
play? How do political and socio-legal strategies merge to contest racist laws 
and discrimination? 

These  questions  and  more  are  to  be  discussed  during  the  two-day 
conference,  reflecting  the  experiences  of  lawyers,  legal  course  program 
facilitators,  human  rights  practitioners,  different  groups  and  activists.  If 
you're interested in this perspective on legal matters and especially when 
you haven't had much experience so far, you are most welcome!

Friday, 04.07.2014
16:00-18:00 Report & Exchange: Legal Seminars, Legal Counseling 

and Collective Counseling (Legal Course Program)
18:00-18:30 Dinner
18:30-20:00 Practical Law Approaches on Questioning Legal 

Procedures (Lawyers)
20:00-20:15 Break

20:15-21:30 How to Practically Put into Place the Discussed Aspects

Saturday, 05.07.2014
12:00-12:30 Welcome

12:30-14:00 Denial of secure stay (Aufenthalt) to students (university 
students' counseling for international students, FU)

14:00-15:00 Lunch
15:00-16:30 Medical “Unzumutbarkeit” of Undocumentation (Medi-

Büro)
16:30-17:00 Break, Cakes & Coffee

17:00 
-18:30

Difficulties of Accessibility / Mobilisation (Social-
Counselor of intiatives in Oberhavel)

18:30- 
19:00

Possible Follow-Ups

Conference Location: Bebelsplatz 1, Raum 140/142; 
10117 Berlin  (Juristische Fakultät/ HU)



 Friday, 16:00 – 18:00                                                                    Legal Course Program facilitators  

Report & Exchange: Legal Seminars, Legal Counseling and Collective 
Counseling

In this first panel of the conference the legal course program was discussed and collectively 
evaluated. By that time the legal course program has been running for almost a year and ca. 56 
seminars have been realised. 

Aspects of mobilisation to the seminars were discussed concerning the difficulties of understanding 
the legal contents from a non-law-student perspective and how information could be made easier to 
share beyond a few languages. Questions on how to make the seminar contents more concrete were 
raised and are continued to be discussed within efforts to restructure the legal course program. 
Another point that was discussed is the problematic of money-laundry of groups who supposedly 
work in solidarity “with refugees”: many groups have been and are going to lagers and do 
application for money with the state, EU and Berlin to finance their projects. The named institutions 
(of either germany, Eu, or Berlin) use such financial-aid as means to a) portray themselves as 
supportive and to b) use this as arguments to score in the international human rights evaluations/ 
fulfill the requirements of international conventions such as Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD), Children's Rights Charter etc. Besides this, many groups use the money for 
themselves and/or other projects. Thus they politically and economically exploit asylum-dependent 
people. This situation lead to many people in the Lagers which were met in the programs of nbbr to 
be very suspicious. This issue was taken up again by the NBBR re-evalutation in summer/autumn 
2014 (http://nobordercampberlinreloaded.blogsport.eu/files/2014/10/nbbr-information-
29.10.2014.pdf).

18:30 – 20:00                                                                                                              Lawyers
Practical Law Approaches on Questioning Legal Procedures

The basic question posed and discussed in this panel was how associations of left lawyers could be 
more critical in regards to the bad laws. And furthermore, how a systematic documentation and 
publication of the limitations and professional difficulties of left lawyer associations could have a 
legal influence. 
The basis of this was that lawyers see the critical point within the laws and jurisdiction in their 
practice. Publishing and thus scandalizing discriminatory points within the legal practice is also 
problematic because it often implies that the laws are overall okay. For this it's important to take 
into consideration, which are the political positions to be worked with and from which position 
scandalization is made (e.g. what is the role of individuals/ individual cases?). Through publishing 
critical reports, eventually through institutions like lawyer associations, the dominant narratives, 
social opinions and values could be influenced: Lawyers (and law) function as a seal-keeper within 
society. Seal-keeper in this context means that their institutions, together with priests (religion), 
doctors amongst others have a great influence on what is perceived as common social values and 
moral codes. 
The discussion is to be continued at the next working conference. 

http://nobordercampberlinreloaded.blogsport.eu/files/2014/10/nbbr-information-29.10.2014.pdf
http://nobordercampberlinreloaded.blogsport.eu/files/2014/10/nbbr-information-29.10.2014.pdf


20:15-21:30                                                                                                                  
How to Practically Put into Place the Discussed Aspects

It was discussed how the communication between different NBBR infrastructures could work 
better. As a consequence, it was decided that the contact of responsible people/different 
infrastructures should be known to everybody, so that the coordination and communication would 
be more dynamic. The monthly General Infrastructure Meeting should be used to have discussions, 
share information and experiences among the infrastructures. As many people have limited 
resources, the first GIM of the month will be the major one, were everybody should participate. 
It was also raised that law students could assist lawyers during the legal counseling sessions (a form 
of Praktikum / Internship), this would a) give them some practical experience and b) support the 
lawyers in research for the upcoming counseling sessions.

12:30-14:00                                    Referat für Internationale Studierende (Freie Universität Berlin)

Denial of secure Aufenthalt to students (Ris)

A presentation of the RIS (Referat Internationale Studierende) about the major problems 
international students face in their experiences was followed by the discussion. One of the major 
problems was named to be Uni Assist. Uni Assist (UA) was founded 10 years ago by university 
directors, the HRK, the DAAD - and somehow also by the „Ministerium für Bildung und 
Forschung“. UA seems to be an officially registered association (e.V.) to which 128 university are 
members.  Almost all international students have to go through uni assist if they want to study in 
germany – as most university faculties direct the application process through UA. International 
students have to pay high fees per application.  According to RIS experience, UA is a for-profit 
organization that works as a private company with state-based universities. (It is some kind of the 
outsourcing of the universities' administration).

Problems caused by UA:
• fees and health insurance: UA asks for fees that international students often cannot afford. 

International students can only get private insurances, and cannot enjoy services of the 
public system like others students can do because residency is a requirement for public 
health insurance 

• International students have to apply 6 months ahead to the official application deadline, even 
for Masters. International students have to make the request for an appointment online, and 
have to wait up to 6 months to get one. The waiting times also depend on the country the 
student applies from.

• The info on the website about the application requirements is incomplete: e.g., sometimes 
UA asks for financial records, sometimes it doesn't. It seems to depend on which country 
they are coming from. Similar problem by the translation requirements for international 
diplomas: some translations are accepted, others not. RIS has the experience of two Israeli 
students that had their diplomas translated by the same translator. By one of them, UA 
accepted the translation, by the other it didn't.

• UA do not assist but frighten international students. They have to pay for each application 
for each „Studiengang“. But UA can say: „we don't forward your application“ and in some 
instances UA waits until the deadline is passed to inform the student about supposedly 
missing papers (which makes the application unsuccessful)

• UA shares data with the universities. It is not clear under which regulations the Universities 



share these datas. By admission UA has to keep the data over decades. 
• The structures available to international students at the Fu are ineffective:

◦ supposedly there is someone from the Ausbidlungsbehörde. However, that person is nor 
reachable

◦ International secretary, but it's a very burocratic structure 
• There is the possibility to sue UA, however successful cases are not know yet. 

Problems: 

• discrimination (different fees for diff. Regions)
◦ racist, euro-centric scheme

• „Unzumutbarkeit“ for documents availability (some translations accepted, some rejected, no 
legal body to address individual cases)

• transparency
• question of „free“ education / right to free education (german vs non-german, merit-based 

standards as racist-scale?
• grades: problem of inconsistency

possible strategies:

various strategies such as petitions, mobilisation within the universities, legal approaches to 
question UA as a body through laws such as the AGG, and the necessity of research if similar 
institutions exist elsewhere in the EU/ internationally. 
The ideas that were collectively produced should be continuued to be discussed: meeting was 
supposed to be 

15:00  16:30                                                                                                                     Medibüro
Medical Unzumutbarkeit of Undocumentation

First of all the Medibüro presented their experiences with campaigning and organising doctors, 
explaining some of the difficulties they see themselves faced with. There is especially a lack of 
psychotherapists which is especially problematic because many people are faced with trauma and 
psychological reports often remain one of the last chances to stop deportations. 
It was discussed how life under Undocumentation can be medically unzumutbar to bear after a 
certain period of time and which legal implication this has and how the medibüro could work on 
such a report, so it can be used to legally argue against illegalisation and especially to try to 
establish medical care for illegalised people and other people with excluding legal status. 

17:00- 18:30                                                                        Tobi – long term activist in Henningsdorf

Difficulties of Accessibility / Mobilisation

Tobi shared his experiences that for the mobilisation within Lagers. The aspects he pointed out were 
especially the need of long-term engagement and the issue of trust (compare first panel). He posed 
the question, whether it makes sense to try, from an outside-Lager position, to establish 
infrastructures or whether it is better to build infrastructures outside of the Lager. What became 
clear in the discussion is the importance of providing access to infrastructures which facilitate self-



organisation. Difficulties faced during the networking were constantly changing constellations of 
those activists who are forced to live in Lagers, problems of translation, aims of different people has 
to be established to work together. Also activists from self-organising groups face problems 
concerning left-autonomous infrastructures, mostly due to a lack of understanding of the different 
circumstances and racism.
In front of this background the discussion went on to evaluating the nbbr Documentation and 
Networking Tour and to collect proposals on changes. These can partially be found documented 
within the re-evaluation during last summer/autumn 
(http://nobordercampberlinreloaded.blogsport.eu/files/2014/10/nbbr-information-29.10.2014.pdf). 

Next Conference and Contacts

 
The next working Conference will include the continuation of discussions and networking of the 
topics presented. Of the aims is to invite more people and thus to have more perspectives and 
experiences that can be shared and see how mutual solidarity and support could be build up 
consistently. The next working conference takes place in spring 2015. More Information will be 
published on the nbbr blog. 

No Border Camp Berlin Reloaded
c/o NewYorck im Bethanien
Mariannenplatz 2a,
10 999 Berlin

Blog: nobordercampberlinreloaded@blogsport.eu
E-Mail: nobordercampberlin_reloaded@riseup.net
Phone: 01577 044 6153
Office: 030/ 61740439 (phone & fax)

mailto:nobordercampberlin_reloaded@riseup.net
mailto:nobordercampberlinreloaded@blogsport.eu
http://nobordercampberlinreloaded.blogsport.eu/files/2014/10/nbbr-information-29.10.2014.pdf

